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Have you ever sat down to assemble a new set of bookshelves or other 
type of furniture, tossing the instruction booklet aside in full 
con�dence that it shouldn’t be too hard to �gure out on your own? 
Did you later search the debris-strewn �oor to �nd that set of 
instructions and �gure out where it all went wrong? 

It can be easy for us to just jump into our daily walk with Christ, fully 
intending to �gure things out as we go and expecting the results to 
work out great. When they don’t, it can send us scrambling for help 
and wondering where everything went sideways. Fortunately, we don’t 
have to wonder how to build our relationship with Christ into 
something strong and e�ective for His use. 
 
In 2 Peter 1, Peter tells us that God’s power has already given us 
everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of Him. In 
verse 5, he tells us to “add to your faith, goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self- control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.” Peter tells us that 
if we possess and continually add to these qualities, they will keep us 
from being ine�ective and unproductive in our knowledge of Christ.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

VERSES TO READ

PRAYER TO PRAY

Heavenly Father, I worship You because You loved me, and You chose 
me to be Your very own child. My greatest purpose in life is to give glory 
to Your name. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Isaiah 44:2 
Zechariah 2:1

Can I worship God even when I don’t feel His presence?

Do I lose sight of His goodness by worrying about 
things I don’t have? 

·

·

�ese qualities do not happen on accident, though. We must decide 
to actively pursue and develop them. In fact, early in verse 5, Peter 
says we should make ‘every e�ort’ to add to them in our lives. Peter 
also wanted to be clear in their importance in our every day lives. He 
explains to us in verse 9 that if we do not possess these qualities, we 
are shortsighted and blind, forgetting we have been cleansed from 
our past sins. 

A short-sighted person sees earthly concerns but is spiritually blind 
and does not consider things of eternal importance. �ankfully, God 
has promised us that He is with us and has supplied us with his 
power to serve Him well. As we determine to follow His plans for our 
growth, He will build our lives into something strong and enduring 
and of great use in His kingdom.




