
WE REALLY 
WANTED IT!
By Bill Conard
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Dennis and I wanted a horse. We lived on a rented farm in north 
central Indiana. As brothers, we handled outside chores. We had 
chickens. We had a cow. But that was not enough. We needed a horse. 
Somebody gave me cowboy boots, and I wore them everywhere. But 
what good are cowboy boots if there’s no horse to ride? We regularly 
nagged Mom and Dad about a horse.  �ey would tell us there wasn’t 
money to buy a horse.

One day Dad said, “If I get you boys 3 young calves for you to raise 
and sell, will you take care of them so that with the money we can buy 
a horse?”  No doubt about our answer: “YES!”  Sure enough, that 
winter Dad brought us three young calves he had gotten from farmers. 
We named them Beauregard, Tomahawk, and War Whoop. We had a 
good reason to take care of those calves. �ey needed a special milk 
mixture at �rst, which we gave them four times every day. �en they 
needed food for young calves. And �nally, they were able to start 
grazing out in the pasture. 

It was a terrible blow, and we feared we might not reach our goal, 
when War Whoop suddenly died.  Would two calves bring us enough 
money?  But then Dad showed up with a young lamb and we began 
caring for it, also.

Winter, spring, summer and fall, Dennis and I constantly looked a�er 
those calves and lamb.  Besides feed, we made sure they had plenty of 
water. We brought them into the barn in cold weather and fed them 
there. We did everything we knew to help those animals grow.  Early 
every morning before going to school, and every evening before dark, 
we made certain the calves and lamb were OK. 

Finally, the animals had grown and were ready to be sold. Dad invited 
a farmer to come look at them.  He gave Dad good money, then 
hauled away what had become two young bulls and a big sheep.
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What do Jesus' short stories in Matthew 13:44-46 tell us 
about life values?
According to Philippians 3:13-14, why did Paul have such 
drive in his life? What drives you?

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

PRAYER TO PRAY
Lord Jesus, You are more valuable than anything I could ever get in 
this life. But there are so many temptations to desire things, or short 
pleasures, that won’t last. I really need You. When I think about it, I 
wouldn’t know how to live without You. Fill all my vision, Lord, and 
show me the greater value of knowing You. Today, please be with me, 
and help me to do things the way You want them. In Your name, 
Amen.

VERSES TO READ

Matthew 13:44-46 Philippians 3:13-14 

·

·

Two weeks later, Dad surprised us when he came up our driveway 
mounted on a horse! He bought it 4 miles away, and rode it to our 
place. What an absolute thrill!  �e money from the young bulls and 
sheep we had raised paid for the horse! Dad put in $75 of his own 
for the old saddle and bridle. Dad told us his name was “Bob.”  �at 
day I rode Bob for several hours and was in my glory, with me and 
my cowboy boots sitting on a real live horse! 

�e next years Dennis and I rode that horse every week, and took
very good care of him. When we moved to another state with lots of
wooded hills and valleys, we had wonderful times riding him.

So, is today’s devotional about a horse? Not at all! It’s about wanting 
something, focusing on it, plus exercising discipline and hard work 
to get what you desire. �e horse was actually a low-level desire—it 
satis�ed us for a few short years. But wanting to know Jesus Christ, 
and following Him—He satis�es for all of life, and all of eternity! 
As you, and I, weigh the values we pursue, let’s make certain we 
really want what’s long-lasting.




