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BE THE 
GRACE
By Michelle Gamache

Charles Spurgeon and Joseph Parker had churches in London in the 
19th century. On one occasion, Parker commented on the poor 
condition of children admitted to Spurgeon's orphanage. However, it 
was reported to Spurgeon that Parker had criticized the orphanage 
itself. Spurgeon blasted Parker the next week from the pulpit. �e 
attack was printed in the newspapers and became the talk of the town. 
People �ocked to Parker's church the next Sunday to hear his rebuttal. 
"I understand Dr. Spurgeon is not in his pulpit today, and this is the 
Sunday they use to take an o�ering for the orphanage. I suggest we 
take a love o�ering here instead." �e crowd was delighted. �e 
ushers had to empty the collection plates three times. Later that week, 
there was a knock at Parker's study. It was Spurgeon. "You know 
Parker, you have practiced grace on me. You have given me not what I 
deserved; you have given me what I needed.”

�e story of Parker and Spurgeon sounds all too familiar to us in the
world today. Even though Charles Spurgeon was born in 1834 and
died in 1892, almost 130 years later, we can be quick to be o�ended,
believe everything we hear, and hold a grudge against others. Parker
reacted in the opposite way that most of us would have reacted. He
responded with grace.

We can be quick to assume the worst of people and situations. 
Assumption and o�ense can distract you from God's calling on your 
life. Recently as I went into a tangent of speculation and my o�enses 
were building, a friend said to me, "Stop assuming and only react to 
what you know is 100% true. If you didn't hear it or see it directly, 
then you are simply assuming." �is thought hit me like a ton of 
bricks. How much have I missed by being o�ended?
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Titus 2:11-14 Romans 3:24-26

How much have I missed by being offended?

Where do I see grace at work in my own life?

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

 PRAYER TO PRAY
Heavenly Father, the depths of Your grace are bottomless, and its 
heights are incomprehensible. You are my creator who has chosen me to 
be in a relationship with You. �rough Jesus, you have extended grace 
to me. By grace, I have been saved. Day by day, help me comprehend 
your grace more and more in my life. Give me an increase of grace this 
day so that I can respond to your love. Your love is amazing. �ank 
you, my Father. Amen.

V
VERSES TO READ

·

·

How distracted from Jesus have I been by being upset by the fake 
�ghts I’ve created in my mind? I need to give grace to these
moments: to others and myself.

“�e very center and core of the whole Bible is the doctrine of the 
grace of God.” -J.Gresham Machen

What is Grace? It is mercy, not merit. Grace is the unconditional 
love given to the undeserving. It is God reaching down to those who 
are against Him. �e inexhaustible supply of God’s goodness. It is 
love that cares and rescues. God’s grace anchors us.  

Satan's goal through the world and �esh is to keep us hostage in our 
hearts, minds, lives, and spirit. But the grace of God, when it is 
released in our lives, connects us with the provisions of God so that 
we can experience all that God has planned for us. We must grow in 
grace. To accept it from God when we feel unworthy and to give it 
to those who irritate us as freely as God bestows grace upon us. 
God’s grace is free to use, but it was costly to God. Grace cost Him 
the life of His own precious Son on the cross.




